Introduction
While many people may think that marriage is an individual decision driven by personal affection and taste, it appears that marriage pairings follow regular patterns at the aggregate societal level. Spouses tend to have similar family backgrounds and educational levels, and belong to the same social class, race/ethnicity, religious, and age group more often than we would expect if assortative mating were a purely random process (Ultee and Luijkx, 1990; Kalmijn, 1991a Kalmijn, , 1991b Mare, 1991; Smits et al., 1998a Smits et al., , 1998b Smits et al., , 2000 Raymo and Xie, 2000; Smits, 2003) . While at the beginning of the 20th century social scientists had uncovered the social structuring of marital decisions (see e.g. Hunt, 1940; Burgess and Wallin, 1943; Winch, 1958; Girard, 1964) , toward the end of the 20th century they mostly focused on measuring homogamy and studying its intergenerational and spatial variability.
Any social tie that crosses the boundaries of one's own group, no matter how it is defined, contributes to societal openness. Yet in this respect marriage seems to be of particular importance because it creates intimate and relatively stable bonds not only between the two spouses involved but usually also between their families and kin. Therefore, homogamy is often seen as a useful and powerful indicator of societal openness. For instance, Smits and colleagues argue that '(a) society, in which many marriages take place between persons belonging to different social groups, (. . .) can be considered a more open society than one, in which few socially mixed marriages occur ' (1998a: 265) .
There are many links between the study of social mobility and marriage pairings. First, assortative mating research was historically an inherent part of mobility studies and scholars distinguished intergenerational mobility through the labour market and intergenerational mobility through marriage (e.g. Rubin, 1968; Glenn et al., 1974) . Second, Smits et al. (1998b) as well as Ultee and Luijkx (1990) found that countries with higher levels of educational heterogamy also show higher levels of intergenerational occupational mobility. Third, homogamy characterized by socioeconomic indicators such as education and occupation implies, ceteris paribus, higher inequality in the society as a whole because partners share resources and thus the overall level of inequality is an aggregate of inequality among households (Smits et al., 1998a; Smits, 2003) . Fourth, homogamy has considerable implications for family life and both partners' life trajectories. For instance, a spouse's education and occupation have a net positive effect on one's own employment prospects, occupational standing, and earnings, at least in some societies (Benham, 1974; Ultee et al., 1988; Smits et al., 1998b; Blossfeld and Drobnic, 2001; Blossfeld and Timm, 2003) . Fifth, because many socially relevant traits are inherited or learned from parents, assortative mating patterns -together with some other factors -determine the composition of population in the next generation (Mare, 2000; de la Croix and Doepke, 2003) . Homogamy then becomes not only an indicator, but also a source of inequality (Kalmijn, 1994) .
In this text we make a contribution to the existing literature on educational homogamy by developing and empirically testing arguments about the effects of rapidly growing economic inequality on patterns of educational homogamy of new marriages in four Central European countries between 1988 and 2000. We want to show if and how people in the Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland, and Slovakia responded to changing economic conditions in terms of their behaviour, namely whether they began to pay more attention to their partners' economic prospects -approximated here by the level of education -and thus increasingly make mating choices on the basis of education.
Trends in Educational Assortative Mating
Modernization theory predicts increasing educational homogamy in the long run (Smits et al., 1998a (Smits et al., , 1998b (Smits et al., , 2000 . The process of modernization alters the principles that channel individuals into positions in the social structure leading to increased achievement and reduced ascription (Treiman, 1970) . Many factors contribute to this trend including the increasing dependency of modern economy on specialized knowledge and skills (Kerr, 1983) , the growing predominance of large, highly bureaucratized organizations in the economy (Treiman, 1970) , the declining sizes of classes with highest levels of occupational inheritance (DeGraaf and Luijkx, 1993) , a value change favouring universalism over particularism (Lenski, 1966; Parsons, 1970) , and the growing proportion of college graduates in the labour force (Hout, 1988) . As education becomes the key determinant of occupational and economic status and as it overrides the influence of family background on one's social standing, individual actors with preference for status attainment through marriage will, other things being equal, primarily mate on the basis of education and not social background (cf. Ultee and Luijkx 1990; Kalmijn, 1991a Kalmijn, , 1994 . Consequently, modernization should bring about increasing educational homogamy.
However, modernization may, at least at the higher levels of development, contribute to shrinking levels of educational homogamy. For instance, Smits and colleagues (1998a) argue that industrialization significantly reduced class rigidities of agrarian societies. Treiman (1970) similarly points out that growing spatial mobility, urbanization, and mass communication advance one's chances of meeting people from different social strata. Furthermore, any two potential partners are more likely to share a common culture, language, and lifestyle, which enhance their propensity to marry each other (Kalmijn, 1994) .
The romantic love hypothesis also proposes that educational homogamy will dwindle with escalating modernization because modernity considerably transformed the institution of marriage (Goode, 1963 (Goode, , 1964 . As the production function of households faded, the economic aspect of marriage was suppressed and the emotional and psychological aspects of marriage became increasingly emphasized. Therefore, industrialization reduces the need for families to control their offspring's marital behaviour. Furthermore, modernization diminishes parents' ability to control their offspring's partner choices (Eckland, 1970; Kalmijn, 1991a) . Smits and colleagues (1998a) combine the above mentioned predictions into a single theory and conclude that the level of educational homogamy will follow an inverted U pattern over time. In the first stage, statusseeking behaviour should dominate in marriage markets and educational homogamy should grow. Because homogamy cannot grow infinitely, its growth would, everything else being equal, eventually level off and stabilize at a relatively high level. During the second stage, other forces commence to shape marital choices. Once societies reach a certain level of economic development and economic security, develop an advanced welfare state, and achieve high wages, the opportunities for marriage based on love open up. The essence of this argument is that once people's economic needs become saturated they will be able to afford the luxury of romantic, statusblind love and disregard economic considerations in decisions about marriage.
Educational Homogamy under Post-socialism
It is rather unclear how to extend the above arguments to post-socialist societies of the 1990s because the modernization thesis implicitly assumes that all societies follow the same developmental trajectory, experience positive economic growth and modernize constantly. The theory is rather silent about what happens when these trends reverse.
All four post-socialist countries we study in this paper experienced significant economic setbacks in the early 1990s with their GDPs dropping as low as to about 80 percent of their 1989 value and all of them, except Poland, failed to exceed their pre-1989 GDP level before 2000. Whereas bankruptcy was unknown during socialism, it became a frequent economic phenomenon after 1989 (Kornai, 2001 ) and significantly destabilized employment and career patterns. The employment rate dropped and the unemployment rate, the number of long-term unemployed (Coricelli, 1998) as well as the incidence of nonstandard employment, earnings instability (Förster and Tóth, 1998) , and other aspects of labour market uncertainty (Förster and Tóth, 1997; Hamplová and Kreidl, forthcoming) increased remarkably in the 1990s. Previous research suggests that these changes in the structure of the economy and the labour market led to a decrease in the intergenerational class mobility and hence to the closing of the class structure -for empirical evidence from Russia and the former East Germany see Gerber and Hout (2004) and Pollak and Müller (2002) .
The ubiquitous growth of economic inequality is very likely to influence marital behaviour. Individual actors in the marriage market are conceivably aware of the broader socio-economic changes and are therefore more likely than before to pay attention to the economic prospects of their potential mates. A partner with a high earning potential may be, more than ever before, perceived as an avenue to one's own economic security, financial stability, and better social standing. Clearly, post-socialist societies are in the first of the two stages that make up the inverted U pattern of educational homogamy as distinguished by Smits et al. (1998a) and status seeking should be the predominant pattern of marriage pairing.
Because education became a key determinant of economic success during the post-socialist transition, status seeking is likely to rely on education as a good approximation of economic potential. For instance, the correlation between unemployment and the level of education has become more pronounced (Keune, 1997; Frýdmanová et al. 1999; Hamplová and Kreidl, forthcoming) and the economic returns on education have increased dramatically (Vecerník, 1999; Psacharopoulos and Patrinos, 2002) . Moreover, the correlation between education, employment status and earnings has augmented (Mateju and Kreidl, 2001) , and the perceived importance of education for life success has grown (Kreidl, 2000) . In addition, fear of unemployment and feelings of uncertainty were also strongly stratified by educational attainment (Mareš et al., 2003) .
We hypothesize that educational homogamy increased in Czech, Slovak, Polish, and Hungarian societies after 1989 (hypothesis 1). We believe that this trend is the result of people's behavioural response to changing economic conditions, unemployment, and growing labour market uncertainty. We also hypothesize that educational homogamy is more common at younger ages (Mare, 1991) (hypothesis 2). We test this conjecture directly and we also control for age at entry into marriage in other models because the average age at first marriage rose significantly during the first decade of post-socialism in all analysed countries (Recent Demographic Developments in Europe, 2000) .
Data Description and Type of Analysis
We analyse all new marriages in the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Poland, and Hungary sorted by men's and women's educational level, age at marriage and year. We distinguish four levels of education (elementary or less, vocational training, complete secondary, and tertiary), two age groups (younger than or equal to 29 and 30 and older), 1 and five years (1988, 1991, 1994, 1997, and 2000) . In aggregated form the data have the form of four four-way tables (one for each country) or one five-way table. We have organized the data by years and over age at marriage in ten two-way sub-tables that show the frequency distribution of marriages by men's and women's educational level for each combination of country and year. 2 The sum of total percentages on the main diagonal (homogamous marriages), above (women's hypogamous and men's hypergamous marriage) and below it (men's hypogamous and women's hypergamous marriage) in each two-way sub-table over years and age at marriage in each country is shown in Table 1 . Educationally homogamous marriages make up more than half of all marriages with the exception of Hungary in 1988 and 1991. Among heterogamous marriages men's hypergamy dominates slightly over women's hypergamy -again with the exception of the year 1988 in Hungary. The proportion of educationally homogamous marriages is higher in the case of younger marriages than in the case of marriages entered at older age (30 and over) in all countries, apart from Hungary in 1988 and 1991. The proportion of homogamous marriages in the young group varies between 57 and 60 percent in the Czech Republic, between 58 and 60 per cent in Slovakia, 51 and 52 per cent in Poland, and between 48 and 53 per cent in Hungary, while in the older group it never exceeds 53, 58, 52, and 51 per cent in the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Poland, and Hungary, respectively. Among the younger marriages men's hypergamy and women's hypogamy is higher than men's hypogamy and women's hypergamy in the Czech Republic, Slovakia, and Hungary, while among older marriages the opposite is true: the proportion of marriages in which the man attained a lower education than the woman is lower than the proportion of marriages in which the man attained a higher education than the woman. Poland is an exception in this respect. Among the younger and older marriages alike, men's hypergamy and women's hypogamy is more frequent than men's hypogamy and women's hypergamy.
Educationally homogamous and heterogamous marriages are to some extent structurally determined by the gendered distribution of education in all four countries. For instance a typical structurally forced marriage can be expected between a man with vocational training and a woman with high school education. The proportion of men with vocational training in the younger group is about 10 percentage points higher than the proportion of women with the same level of schooling in each country. 
MW, educational homogamous marriage (man's level of education is the same as woman's level of education); M+W-, man's hypergamy and woman's hypogamy (man's level of education is lower than woman's level of education); M-W+, man's hypogamy and woman's hypergamy (man's level of education is higher than woman's level of education).
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Slovakia Poland Hungary Similarly, the proportion of women with high school education is on average 10 percentage points higher than the proportion of men with high school education in each country. Because the disparities in educational attainment between men and women entering into marriage change somewhat over time, we test our main hypotheses using log-linear and log-multiplicative analyses that study the associations in frequency tables net of marginal distributions. The results then do not describe absolute homogamy but relative homogamy, which gives a conceptually more accurate account of the intentions, motivations, and the conduct of people entering into marriage (for more on these analyses cf. Hout, 1983; Yamaguchi, 1987; Xie, 1992; Hout, 1998, 2001; Powers and Xie, 2000) .
MW
M+W-M-W+ MW M+W-M-W+ MW M+W-M-W+ MW M+W-M-W+
Years
Log-linear and Log-multiplicative Modelling of Educational Homogamy
Before the estimation of the log-linear and log-multiplicative models, we standardized the overall n in each two-way sub-table of marriages by man's and woman's educational levels to 25,000 marriages. For each country we thus gained a sample of marriages of the size of 250,000 and the overall number of marriages (N) for all the four countries was 1,000,000 marriages. We employ standardization of the table size in order to make individual sub-tables comparable and to avoid bias in the model selection process due to different n in each sub-table (Ultee and Luijkx, 1990; Smits et al., 1998a; Raymo and Xie, 2000) .
Modelling Trends in Educational Homogamy
We first study the association between wife's and husband's education by the age at marriage and over years in each country. Since we were interested in the development of the association between men's and women's educational level by age at marriage, year of entry into marriage, and country, we concentrated on the modeling of the two-way MW association and all higher order interactions between the MW association and other variables . -table. 3 Furthermore, we modeled the MW association as additive uniform and as log-multiplicative uniform.
The additive uniform layer effect model (Yamaguchi, 1987) means that the MW association is estimated as constant in all sub-tables and its higher order interactions are modeled on the assumption of a specific order of rows and columns in the sub-tables as a sum of this two-way association and an estimated parameter b, which indicates the change in the strength of MW association by C, A, and Y . The log-multiplicative uniform layer effect model (Xie, 1992) is constructed on a similar principle as the additive uniform layer effect model. A two-way association of MW is estimated as constant for all sub-tables, and . An additional advantage of the log-multiplicative model is that it does not presuppose an ordering of rows and columns in the tables and is more intuitive to interpret.
Modelling Change in the Pattern of Educational Homogamy
The above models can, if they fit the data satisfactorily, indicate differences in educational homogamy across countries, over time, and between groups defined by age at marriage. They are, however, powerless to describe the change in the pattern of association because they keep the MW association constant and only allow for additive or multiplicative deviations of the same pattern over other dimensions of the data. In the next section of the analysis, we therefore concentrated on the change in the pattern of educational assortative mating. Models in this section were estimated for the younger couples only (couples that entered into marriage before the age of 29) and for each country separately. We decided to limit the analysis to the younger marriages within each country for both substantive and methodological reasons. The methodological reason is that we use the GoodmanHout regression type layer effect model Hout, 1998, 2001) , which, as far as we can tell, has so far been identified for three-way tables only. We believe that the statistical and conceptual advantages of the GoodmanHout model far outweigh the disadvantages resulting from the necessity to break the analysis up by country and explore only one age group. 4 The substantive reason for limiting the investigation to younger marriages is that most of the younger marriages, unlike marriages entered at an older age, are first marriages, and we mostly expect that first marriages to be sensitive to changing economic, social and political environments during the 1990s in former socialist countries. Regression type layer effect model, offered by Hout (1998, 2001) , is an alternative way for analysing the trends in association between two categorical variables over a third variable. This model is a combination of the additive uniform layer effect model and the log-multiplicative uniform layer effect model, which are in fact nested in it. Whereas in the log-multiplicative model, the term is used for the specification of both the MW association and the MWY interaction, in the regression type layer effect model the same term is used only for the specification of MWY interaction, and for the specification of MW association the parameter is used, as in the additive uniform layer effect model. The MWY interaction can then be interpreted as a deviation from an overall pattern of association indicated by the parameter . The parameter in this deviation represents the part of the association which varies over years and the parameter indicates the strength of the association in each year.
Results
Has There Been a Change in the Strength of Educational Homogamy?
The goodness-of-fit statistics of all models are presented in Table 2 .
5 Model 1 is the null association model. This model fits the data very poorly -it has a positive BIC (Raftery, 1986 (Raftery, , 1995 , it misclassified about 25 per cent of all marriages, and it has L 2 of 430,080 with 360 degrees of freedom. Model 2 is the constant association model and Model 3 is the constant association model with blocked main diagonal in each sub- 
degrees of freedom, which is a very significant difference). All subsequent models are therefore estimated with blocked main diagonals. Both Model 4 (additive uniform effect) and Model 5 (log-multiplicative uniform effect) are conceptually good tests of trend in association between men's and women's education level in the marriage market and both models fit the data satisfactorily. Nevertheless, our previous investigation of educational homogamy suggests that we can expect constant educational homogamy during the 1990s in the Czech population (Katrnák et al., 2004) . Thus, we constrained the association parameter j to be constant in the Czech Republic in Model 6. Model 6 is more parsimonious than Model 5 and performs statistically as satisfactorily as Model 5 according to L 2 (difference in L 2 between both models is 10.4 with 8 degrees of freedom). This model is also superior to Model 5 according to the BIC criterion. In the construction of Model 7, we constrained the association parameters (j) to be constant over years both in the Czech Republic and Poland. Model 7 is superior to Model 6 according to the BIC criterion and performs as well as Model 6 according to L 2 (difference in L 2 between both models is 2 with 8 degrees of freedom). We interpreted the data on the basis of the parameters of this last model, although the substantive conclusions are fairly insensitive to the details of concrete model specification and would not change if we used model 4, 5, or 6 instead. Figure 1 shows the value of the estimated association parameter j from Model 7. The vertical comparison within panels shows that in every country there is higher educational homogamy in younger marriages (age at marriage below 29) than in older marriages (age at marriage 30 and over); the difference is, on average, 20 percentage points. Educational homogamy is the lowest in the Czech Republic and Hungary and is the highest in countries with a high level of religiosity, namely Poland and Slovakia. The horizontal comparison within panels shows that educational homogamy strengthened slightly in Hungary and relatively strongly in Slovakia, while it remained stable in the Czech Republic and Poland.
Has the Pattern of Educational Homogamy Changed?
While the previous sub-section of the text has documented changes in the magnitude of the association between the education of wives and husbands, in this sub-section we would like to see whether the pattern of association has changed as well. As we have argued before, we limit models in this section to new marriages entered by fiancées younger than 29 in each country separately. Table 3 summarizes the goodness-of-fit statistics of all models used to disentangle changes in the pattern of homogamy. Model 1 is a null association model, which assumes no MW association. This model fits the data poorly in each country. Model 2, the constant association model, fits the data satisfactorily according to the BIC criterion, especially in the Czech and Polish data, while it is not so good according to classical inference in either country. Model 3 presupposes the additive uniform year effect on the MW association, Model 4 presupposes the log-multiplicative uniform year effect on Table 2 Goodness-of-fit statistics of selected models of educational assortative mating in all new marriages in the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Poland, and Hungary in 1988 , 1991 , 1994 Y, year; A, age at marriage; M, men; W, women; D, blocked the MW association, and Model 5 presupposes the regression type year effect on the MW association. In order to get a more parsimonious model we also estimated the regression-type model with year scores specified 6 -in Model 6 the j parameters are fixed to the round values estimated in Model 5. Model 6 fits the data best in the case of Slovakia and Hungary according to the BIC criterion. It is Model 2 that fits the data most satisfactorily in the Czech Republic and Poland according to the BIC criterion. These models confirm our foregoing conclusion that educational homogamy did not change in the Czech Republic and Poland between 1988 and 2000 and that it changed rather significantly in Slovakia and Hungary.
Panel A of Table 4 shows the l ij parameters estimated from Model 6 for the two-way interaction of MW separately for Slovakia and Hungary. These parameters describe the association between men's and women's educational level in the year 2000. 7 The association is strongest in the cells on the main diagonal, in particular in the first and the last cell of the diagonal. Educational homogamy was the highest among university graduates and among elementary school graduates both in Slovakia and in Hungary in 2000. As we move further from the main diagonal, the association between partners' education dwindles proportionately. The highest negative association is between a man with elementary education and a college-educated female and a woman with elementary education and a male college graduate. Interestingly, there is a positive association between heterogamous marriages of men and women with elementary education and men and women with vocational training. Similarly, there is a positive association between individuals with complete high school education and college education. It seems that the secondary school leaving examination is dividing the population into two largely isolated groups. Although within these groups there exists a strong educational homogamy, within them there are also relatively widespread heterogamous marriages. Heterogamous marriages that occur across these groups are, nevertheless, more of an exception than a rule.
The parameters y ij and j k in panels B and C of Table 4 must be interpreted together. Whereas the l ij parameters in panel A of Table 4 year. Clearly, the tendency towards homogamous marriages strengthened between 1988 and 2000 both in Hungary and Slovakia. The growing homogamy is most discernible among individuals with elementary education. For instance the homogamy parameter for men and women with elementary education was lower by -0.51 in 1988 than in 2000 in Slovakia. This homogamy parameter was lower by -0.32 in Hungary over the same period. There is also a distinct propensity towards weakening of heterogamy among men and women from the opposite extremes of the educational hierarchy. For instance, heterogamy between a man with elementary education and a woman with university education was higher by 0.38 in the year 1988 than in the year 2000 in Slovakia and this heterogamy parameter was higher by 0.18 in 1988 than in 2000 in Hungary. The j parameters then show (panel C) that this change occurred relatively quickly in Slovakia, where it took place between the years 1991 and 1993, when the parameter of association, j, changed from 0.9 to 0.2. The patterns of homogamy changed rather slowly and gradually in Hungary.
Conclusion and Discussion
This paper analysed educational homogamy in the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Poland, and Hungary between 1988 and 2000. We first explored trends in educational Table 3 Goodness-of-fit statistics of selected models of educational assortative mating in all new marriages in the population below age at marriage 30 estimated separately for the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Poland, and Hungary in 1988 , 1991 , 1994 M, men; W, women; subscript u, additive uniform Regression-type layer effect, ϕ-specified 27 29.9 0.46 -287 assortative mating in all new marriages by age at marriage, country, and over years. Our study was inspired by the hypothesis that educational homogamy grows under post-socialism as people adjust their behaviour in reaction to the changing socio-economic environment and begin to pay more attention to the economic potential of their prospective mates. This hypothesis, while rooted in theory, was, however, not unambiguously empirically supported. We found that between 1988 and 2000 educational homogamy remained low and constant in the Czech Republic and high and constant in Poland, while it increased slightly in Hungary and rather significantly in Slovakia. Hungary and Slovakia experienced not only a rise in educational homogamy, but also witnessed a transformation of the pattern of assortative matting. Educational homogamy intensified, particularly among people with the lowest (elementary) and the highest (university) education. Educationally heterogeneous marriages retreated in general, but the trend is more pronounced the further the difference between the educational attainments of both mates. The research also revealed that educational homogamy was higher among younger newlyweds than among older ones.
We conclude that the distances between people with varying levels of education did not change in response to the transition from socialism to capitalism in the Czech and Polish cases, while the educational barriers swelled in the Hungarian and Slovak ones. Nevertheless, when we compare the overall degree of educational homogamy in all analysed societies during the 1990s, we gather that educational distances are the least marked in the Czech Republic and Hungary, whereas in Poland and Slovakiacountries with a much stronger religious, mostly Catholic, tradition -educational distances are more significant.
Educational assortative mating indicates a divergence rather than a convergence in the development of societal openness in post-socialist countries during the 1990s. This conclusion is at odds with the findings of the most recent occupational mobility research, which found uniformly decreasing social mobility in former Soviet Bloc countries in the 1990s (Pollak and Müller, 2002; Gerber Pollak and Müller (2002) who compared the development of intergenerational occupational mobility in the western and eastern parts of Germany and found that social fluidity weakened, and the occupational structure of both societies was closing during the 1990s. Our research dealt with educational homogamy, whereas the support for a societal closure thesis comes from mobility research. It is hypothetically possible that the relationship between social mobility and educational homogamy in former socialist countries does not follow the same pattern as in western countries, where these two indices of societal openness tend to be correlated (Ultee and Luijkx, 1990; Smits et al., 1998a Smits et al., , 1998b . It is possible that relative social mobility indicates distances among occupation (class) positions in the system of production while relative educational homogamy indicates distances among educational levels that exist in people's perceptions and that influence their marital decisions. In former socialist countries the relationship between relative social mobility and relative educational homogamy still remains unclear.
Our findings regarding trends in homogamy and cross-national comparisons may be biased by a differential decline in the marriage rate and an increase in cohabitation and changes in the relative preference for homogamy in marriages and cohabitations. Earlier research has shown that cohabitors have, on average, more egalitarian values regarding the division of labour in the household and the financial responsibility for the household budget than married partners have (Axinn and Thornton, 1992; Thomson and Colella, 1992; Clarkberg et al., 1995; Brines and Joyner, 1999 ) and hence they may have a stronger preference for partners with the same level of education as well. If this was the case also in post socialist Central Europe, we have underestimated people's preferences for educationally homogamous partnerships because our data did not include cohabitations along with marriage. Moreover, if the prevalence of cohabitations across countries and/or over time was not the same, or if the preference for educational homogamy within cohabitations differed across countries and/or over time, our results may be biased as well.
We, nevertheless, believe that the analysed countries are indeed at the threshold of divergence. This view is supported by three auxiliary arguments. First, the decrease in the number of new marriages in the Czech Republic and Poland does not significantly outnumber the decrease in the number of new marriages in Hungary and Slovakia.
8 Second, as far as we know, there is no evidence that the cohabitation rate would differ across the nations under study. Third, there is no evidence that the preference for an educationally homogamous cohabitation would differ across the investigated countries. Thus, differential prevalence of cohabitation and/or differential increase in cohabitation and/or differential preference for homogamy in existing cohabitations across countries is unlikely to explain diverging trends in observed patterns of educational homogamy. Katrnák et al., 2005) . 3. It is a standard practice to block the main diagonal in tables of marriage pairs, mobility tables, and other frequency tables of this type. The cells on the main diagonal are usually very high relative to the ofdiagonal cells. This strong 'hereditary effect' usually overrides any other pattern in the data and drives model selection and specification efforts, which is usually undesirable because other, more subtle patterns and associations remain hidden. 4. While the Goodman-Hout model is a very powerful tool for the study of contingency tables, it has so far been rarely used in the scientific community. Besides Hout's (1998, 2001 ) mostly methodological articles with some substantive illustrations, this model was, as far as we know, used only twice in real research. Poppel et al. (2001) employed this model to explore trends in age homogamy in the Netherlands between 1850 and 1993 and Vallet (2004 used it in the analysis of trends in educational opportunity in France between 1908 and 1972. 5. We estimated all models in LEM program (Vermunt, 1997) . The input data and syntax files are available for download at http://www.fss.muni.cz/~katrnak.
6. Goodman and Hout (2001) 
